
5.1 May  2017 3D BBC CiNA Newsletter

Summary
1. March Extra Competition
2. Clue Explanations
3. April Competition
4. 

1. March Extra Competition

The March Extra competition with a Middlemarch themed grid by Sirius and 
clued  by Puck was won by Max Jackson of Oxford. Excellent solving!

Feedback included:

Clue Explanations

This was a challenging puzzle as befits an Extra. Puck managed to include 
a large number of references to Middlemarch (possibly based on Coventry) 
by George Eliot (honoured by the statue in Nuneaton – see title photo). The 
difficulty of clues was increased by multiple definitions and several 
subtractive anagrams. The photo was laterally inverted for reasons of 
composition rather than any cryptic message. 

 
What a nice surprise, an extra puzzle! Here comes my solution, with a 
couple of comments on it. JM Doubts over how to enter EERIE – hope I 
counted correctly! Should I have entered the whole thing backwards to 
match the photo? JM

What a great (and challenging) 3-D puzzling month March 2017 has been! 
The March Extra was an extremely high-quality offering - a deceptively 
simple theme (but only in retrospect) that gave up all its secrets gradually, a 
very well-constructed grid with only two snakes (that were thematic anyway) 
and witty, excellent clueing, which is nothing less than what we have come 
to expect from Puck.  The fairness of the clues gave me a good head start 
with the "cold" solving and I was grateful for the yellow shading in the grid, 
once I had solved MIDDLEMARCH, since it was a great help in fitting in the 
other solutions
 

My favourite clues were those to ELGAR, ICING ("me being subjected" for 
"I" is brilliant), RONDO and RAITA.
 
A real tour de force. Thank you, all. KMc
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